30         TKANSCONTINENTAL EXCURSION OF 1912
inhabitants. We are happy and thankful for the opportunity to have known it so well. We shall never forget our dear, helpful companions in our trip to the Roosevelt Dam.
In such an event as the Transcontinental Excursion it is difficult, and happily it is not necessary, to separate the personal from the professional and scientific experience. We might say that in these memorable two months human geography was raised to focal intensity, in which no one cared to distinguish between geography and the geographer. Surely the best result was the acquaintance which developed and the friendships which were cemented. A fraternal gathering was held in "Circassia" on the evening prior to arrival in Washington. It was called by the American members in order that they might express to their European brethren their feelings of affection and their deep appreciation of the fellowship that had filled the many days of journeying between the oceans. Expression speedily became mutual and was pervaded by a memorable spirit of brotherhood. An eminent representative of the European guests amply rewarded every deed of American hospitality when he said that he counted the excursion the culmination of his life and that, best of all, the men of Europe had come to "know the American gentleman."
Not only friendship must result, but broad and just views of America by a group of Europeans supremely qualified to understand. For two months more than forty of the ablest geographers of the Old World, representing most of the nations of their continent, subjected America and the life of America to sympathetic scrutiny. Already have the results begun to appear, in the numerous papers which have already (in June, 1913) come across the water. In future years, through geographical societies, through university lectures and through books, the youth of Europe will receive broad and truthful estimates of their western neighbors. The excursion was an international geographical congress on wheels, and it will not only lay the foundations of scientific geography more securely, but it will increase international sympathy and will promote the comity of nations.
From the American point of view the excursion will have large educational significance. It will enlarge American appreciation of our own country. It has already conveyed to multitudes of our

